
                                                                                                   

   

 

Press Release 

Brussels, 6 May 2020 
 

In vain have you acquired knowledge if you do not impart it to others.  
Devarim Rabbah 

Supporting Ukrainian Editorial Staff 

Supporting Ukrainian Editorial Staff (SUES) is an initiative by various European institutions, infrastructures, 
and organizations IBL-PAN, OPERAS, DOAJ, DOAB, EIFL, AEUP, as well as a number of French scientific 
publishers, aimed at supporting scientific communication in Ukraine and helping scholarly journals and 
academic publishers to continue their publishing activities by crowdfunding. 

The invasion of Ukraine on 24 February 2022 and the expansion of the war zone across the country have had 
a significant impact on the country’s scientific activity. Much civilian infrastructure has been destroyed, 
including higher education and research institutions. 

Through a number of programmes, such as Science for Ukraine, support is being provided to Ukrainian 
researchers, but this support has not been extended to staff working alongside researchers in knowledge 
generation: the librarians, editors, technicians, and administrative staff at universities, research institutes, 
and other infrastructures. 

Yet preserving the knowledge, expertise, and knowledge-sharing capabilities of these scientific communities 
is of vital importance. 

What can we do to help?  

Supporting Ukrainian Editorial Staff (SUES) is an initiative by various European institutions, infrastructures, 
and organizations (Institute of Literary Research of the Polish Academy of Sciences [IBL-PAN], OPERAS, 
Directory of Open Access Journals [DOAJ], Directory of Open Access Books [DOAB], Electronic Information 
for Libraries [EIFL], Association of European University Presses [AEUP]), as well as a number of French 
scientific publishers, aimed at supporting scientific communication in Ukraine and helping scholarly journals 
and academic publishers to continue their publishing activities. 

Did you know that there are more than 1,000 academic journals in Ukraine? Over 700 of these are open 
access journals published via the URAN platform. The publication of academic books is also extensive, with 
more than 20 Ukrainian university presses currently distributed via the CEEOL portal. These publications, in 
fields ranging from physics to literature via history, sociology, and biology, are key vehicles for the 
communication of knowledge generated by Ukrainian researchers. The editors, reviewers, typesetters, 
proofreaders, translators, and technical and administrative staff working in the various publishing centres 
need your support to continue their mission: to share and disseminate knowledge. 

A questionnaire is being circulated around Ukrainian journals and publishers to help accurately identify their 
needs in terms of financial and technical support. The requests received so far relate primarily to 
remuneration for editorial work, to enable them to continue their work and to publish the next issue of their 
journal or their next book. The purpose of this campaign is to help 10 journals or publishers to keep 

https://ibl.waw.pl/
https://www.operas-eu.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://www.doabooks.org/
https://www.eifl.net/
https://www.eifl.net/
https://www.aeup.eu/


                                                                                                   

   

 

publishing. In the long term, the project is also aimed at strengthening relationships and exchanging 
knowledge to ensure the international presence and visibility of Ukrainian academic publishers. Thanks to 
your contribution, Ukrainian scholarly journals and scientific publishers will be able to continue sharing 
knowledge.  

A crowdfunding campaign is being run from Wednesday, 4 May to Monday, 6 June 2022, to raise money to 
help Ukrainian journals who have requested assistance from the coalition. Unique compensation will be 
offered in return for any financial support offered. 

Link to the crowdfunding webpage: https://wemakeit.com/projects/support-to-ukrainian-editors  

 

Contacts 
Caroline Dandurand: caroline.dandurand@inrae.fr  
Pierre Mounier: pierre.mounier@openedition.org  
Maciej Maryl : maciej.maryl@ibl.waw.pl  
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